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the most polluted rivers in Michigan to today 
when the trout and salmon have returned. He 
speaks of what is needed going forward to 
fully restore the Clinton River and address the 
challenges confronting this urban waterway. 
This is an important story. In the truest sense, 
Dan has been the voice for the Clinton River. 

Dan and his wife Heidi are moving to the 
Washington area to take up their responsibil-
ities as grandparents. On behalf of myself, my 
staff, and everyone who has benefitted from 
his work, I am so pleased to join with the en-
tire community in paying tribute to his achieve-
ments and thank him for his years of service 
to the watershed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, May 11, I was unable to cast my vote on 
rollcall vote No. 312, the Connolly of Virginia 
Amendment No. 2 to H.R. 1231. 

Had I been present, I would have voted in 
favor of the amendment. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE GOLD-EAGLE 
COOPERATIVE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Gold-Eagle Cooperative of 
Humboldt for being the recipient of the Hori-
zon Award at the 2011 Humboldt County Spirit 
Awards. 

The Humboldt County Spirit Awards were 
established to recognize and honor out-
standing groups and individuals who have 
worked for the benefit of all citizens of Hum-
boldt County, to celebrate the accomplish-
ments and activities of our communities, to ac-
knowledge the value of volunteerism in the 
county, and to have a positive impact on com-
munity spirit. 

Annually included in the Spirit Awards, the 
Horizon Award is presented to a business or 
entity which has brightened Humboldt’s hori-
zon through building improvement. Gold-Eagle 
has made important commitments to the com-
munities of Thor and Renwick over the past 
year and both communities have enjoyed size-
able expansion. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent the 
members of the Gold-Eagle Cooperative in the 
United States Congress. I know that my col-
leagues join me in commending them for their 
sincere dedication to establishing a better 
community and wish them continued success 
well into the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT WEXLER 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues, Representatives ADAM 

SCHIFF, BRAD SHERMAN and HENRY A. WAX-
MAN, as we pay tribute to Dr. Robert Wexler 
who is being honored by the American Jewish 
University. 

We know firsthand of his many outstanding 
contributions to our community. For 18 years, 
Bob has been the President of the American 
Jewish University, where students are offered 
an educational setting which embraces both 
the history of the Jewish heritage and the 
skills necessary to become leaders in society. 
During his time at the university, Bob’s many 
accomplishments contributed greatly to the 
growth and prestigious reputation of the insti-
tution. In 2007, he led the merger between 
Brandeis Bardin Institute and the University of 
Judaism, creating the American Jewish Uni-
versity and making it one of the largest Jewish 
institutions in the United States. Bob is also 
responsible for the establishment of the Zie-
gler School of Rabbinic Studies at AJU, which 
is the first independent conservative rabbinical 
school in the west. Bob is also a founder of 
the Whizin Center for Continuing Education. 

In addition to his distinguished work as the 
President of AJU, Bob has been deeply in-
volved in many charitable organizations. He 
has generously given his time to many of the 
Los Angeles Federation’s commissions and 
committees, and has been named to News-
week’s list of America’s 50 most influential 
rabbis, as well as Forward’s list of the 50 most 
significant American Jewish leaders. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
we ask you to join us in recognizing Dr. Rob-
ert Wexler for his invaluable service and dedi-
cation to the community. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND 
WORK OF JOHN GILMAN 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the life and work of John Gilman, a so-
cial justice and peace activist, author, deco-
rated veteran and business owner. Mr. Gilman 
died on April 26, 2011, at the age of 90. 

Mr. Gilman was one of ten children born to 
Jewish immigrant parents in Chester, Pennsyl-
vania. John Gilman put his beliefs into action 
at an early age, leading his high school class-
mates in a strike. They demanded a new 
school building due to overcrowding that 
caused students to attend in shifts. 

Mr. Gilman served as an infantryman in 
World War II and saw combat during the Allied 
advance into Germany. He was nominated for 
a Medal of Honor and awarded the Bronze 
and Silver Stars in addition to the Distin-
guished Service Cross for his exemplary serv-
ice including ‘‘taking out’’ a German pillbox 
and tank. 

A social activist throughout his life, he 
served as Executive Director of the Wisconsin 
Civil Rights Congress fighting against racism. 
He was one of the pioneers of humanitarian 
aid for Cuba, worked for nuclear disarmament 
and was an early local protestor against the 
Vietnam War. Mr. Gilman marched with Father 
James Groppi, Father Dismas Becker, and the 
Rev. Lucius Walker during Milwaukee’s civil 
rights struggle. The flooring store he operated 
was firebombed in retaliation for his work. The 

grand dragon of the Illinois Ku Klux Klan was 
convicted in connection with the bombing. 

Mr. Gilman’s politics came under scrutiny in 
the 1950s; he was twice called before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee for 
his involvement in organizations deemed to be 
Communist. Gilman refused to testify or impli-
cate anyone else pleading the 5th Amendment 
and displaying his military medals in a large 
frame to the ire of his questioners. 

John Gilman’s autobiography, Footsoldier 
for Peace and Justice details an amazing life 
and in his own words ‘‘standing up against 
what he thought was wrong’’. Mr. Gilman is 
survived by his wife Helen; daughters, Rose 
Corso and Jennifer Gilman; 2 sons, Herman 
and Glenn; a brother, Jack; and a sister, Edith 
Silverstein; grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, Milwaukee and the country 
has experienced a profound loss with the 
passing of John Gilman. Mr. Gilman remained 
active almost until his death; I am proud to 
have called him friend. John Gilman was a 
true patriot understanding the turmoil of war 
firsthand through his honorable defense of his 
country but still fighting for peace because of 
his service. Today, I thank him and his family 
for their immeasurable achievements, I mourn 
his loss and I salute his legacy. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ELWIN HODGES 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Elwin Hodges for being the recipient 
of the Spirit Award at the 2011 Humboldt 
County Spirit Awards. 

The Humboldt County Spirit Awards were 
established to recognize and honor out-
standing groups and individuals who have 
worked for the benefit of all citizens of Hum-
boldt County, to celebrate the accomplish-
ments and activities of our communities, to ac-
knowledge the value of volunteerism in the 
county, and to have a positive impact on com-
munity spirit. 

Annually included in the Spirit Awards, the 
Spirit Award is presented to a leader in the 
community and recognizes longtime achieve-
ment of community support or a superior effort 
on behalf of the Humboldt community. Elwin 
has consistently been finding new ways to 
help those around him for more than 50 years. 
A 55-year member of the Lions Club, Elwin re-
cently was awarded the Lions International 
President’s Medal, which is the second high-
est award a Lion can receive. He earned this 
award through commitment to the local vision 
program for school children, years of service 
to the Department of Social Services, dona-
tions of hundreds of pounds of vegetables to 
the Upper Des Moines and the Food Pantry 
from his own garden, and most interestingly, 
by inventing the hand-crafted ‘‘Fort-U-Nut’’ to 
provide thousands of messages of cheer and 
inspiration to those that need them most. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Elwin in the United States Congress. I know 
that my colleagues join me in commending 
them for their sincere dedication to estab-
lishing a better community and wish them con-
tinued success well into the future 
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NATIONAL EMS WEEK 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, May 15th 
through the 21st is National EMS Week, a 
week set aside to reflect upon and honor the 
life-saving and heroic role the Emergency 
Medical Services, EMS, community plays in 
our society. While everyone associated with 
the EMS system is worthy of due praise, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one particular segment 
of the EMS system. 

In conjunction with EMS Week, the Associa-
tion of Air Medical Services is instituting the 
inaugural MedEvac Hour, asking those who 
are participating in EMS Week to find one 
hour of the week to recognize the contribu-
tions of all those involved in helicopter and 
fixed-wing aircraft medical transport. As a co- 
chair of the Congressional Air Medical Cau-
cus, I recognize the vital role the air medical 
community plays in this nation’s health care 
system. 

I would like to take this opportunity to espe-
cially commend the exemplary services pro-
vided to my constituents in California’s 18th 
congressional district: PHI Air Medical of Mo-
desto, Medi-Flight of Modesto and Merced, 
REACH Air Medical Services of Stockton, Sky 
Life Central California of Fresno, and the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol—Central Division. The 
work they do saves lives and we are grateful 
for it. 

Numerous studies have shown that the first 
hour following a trauma is a critical period in 
determining the final health outcome of the pa-
tient. However, 46.7 million Americans live 
more than an hour away from a Level 1 or 
Level 2 trauma center. When time and dis-
tance are critical, helicopter MedEvac is the 
quickest and most efficient way to get critical 
level medical care to the patient. MedEvac 
helicopters are most often utilized for time- 
sensitive illnesses and injuries such as severe 
trauma, heart attacks, or strokes. In remote 
rural areas, MedEvac helicopters are often the 
only access to definitive treatment and diag-
nosis. It is estimated that MedEvac helicopters 
transport approximately 400,000 patients an-
nually, with MedEvac fixed-wing aircraft trans-
porting an additional 100,000-plus patients 
over longer distances annually. 

As early as 1926, the United States Army 
Air Corps used a converted airplane to trans-
port patients from Nicaragua to an Army hos-
pital in Panama, 150 miles away. Routine 
MedEvac transport utilizing helicopters began 
during the Korean conflict in the 1950s. In 
March of 1970, the Maryland State Police 
transported the first critically injured trauma 
patient by helicopter in the United States. The 
first civilian hospital-based medical helicopter 
service in the United States was established in 
1972 at St. Anthony’s Hospital in Denver, Col-
orado. 

As of the close of 2009, there were over 
4,400 MedEvac pilots, 600 physicians, 5,500 
nurses, and 5,300 paramedics/EMTs staffing 
MedEvac vehicles, both fixed-wing and heli-
copter, in the United States. These people 
save lives every day, providing critical level 
medical care and safe, rapid transport to the 

most appropriate health care facility during the 
most dire of circumstances. In addition, we 
cannot overlook the many other people, from 
aviation mechanics to communication special-
ists, that play a key role in MedEvac oper-
ations. 

All of the dedicated men and women of the 
MedEvac community deserve our heartfelt 
thanks. I urge all of my colleagues, during this 
National EMS Week, to take a moment to rec-
ognize these unsung heroes and the life-sav-
ing services the MedEvac community brings to 
their districts and across the nation. 

f 

HONORING MENDOTA HIGH 
SCHOOL CHESS TEAM 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Mendota High School Chess 
Team, home of the mighty Aztecs, on their 
first place victory at the CalChess State 
Championships held recently in Santa Clara, 
California. This event drew more than 1,300 
students from over 100 schools from across 
our great Golden State. 

This victory is especially fitting as it clearly 
embodies the classic ‘‘underdog’’ tale. 
Mendota is not where you would normally ex-
pect to find the state’s top high school chess 
team. As their coach Vaness French ex-
plained, ‘‘I taught my kids a long time ago, 
don’t be frightened by the bedazzled or the 
bling-bling . . . I have never told them we 
couldn’t win.’’ 

A small agricultural community, Mendota is 
located in the western portion of California’s 
Central Valley. I am proud to represent this 
community with its population of 10,000. His-
torically known for its reputation as The Canta-
loupe Center of the World; sadly Mendota has 
recently become known to many in our nation 
for its chronic high unemployment rate, at 
times hovering near 45%. Most residents of 
Mendota are hard working migrant farm-
workers and earn, on average, one-third of 
what other Californians earn. Culturally, chess 
is not a game played in the homes of many 
Mendota families, who are busy simply trying 
to make ends meet. 

Yet, despite these tremendous odds, the 
students from Mendota High School returned 
home as state champions, winning first place 
in the Premier Division and earning eight team 
and individual medals and trophies. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the hard work, dedication and 
spirit of strategic competitiveness that runs 
through each and every one of these impres-
sive students. I congratulate students Julian 
Estrada, Chrispen Reyes, Luis Castillo, Felipe 
Beltran, Jessi Mendez, Kevin Romero, Sergio 
Mayares, Milton Arroyo, and Edwin Brioso and 
Coach Vaness French on their great victory 
and ask that you join me in wishing continued 
success to all those at Mendota High School 
who worked so tirelessly on this victory. 

A TRIBUTE TO LOIS ANN JOHNSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lois Ann Johnson of Humboldt, 
Iowa for being the recipient of the Inspiration 
Award at the 2011 Humboldt County Spirit 
Awards. 

The Humboldt County Spirit Awards were 
established to recognize and honor out-
standing groups and individuals who have 
worked for the benefit of all citizens of Hum-
boldt County, to celebrate the accomplish-
ments and activities of our communities, to ac-
knowledge the value of volunteerism in the 
county, and to have a positive impact on com-
munity spirit. 

Annually included in the Spirit Awards, the 
Inspiration Award is presented to an individual 
with a ‘‘can-do’’ attitude who is involved in all 
facets of the community both as a leader and 
team player. Lois was recognized for her ex-
tensive volunteer work at her local hospital 
auxiliary, church, and care centers, just to 
name a few. Lois was also recognized as a 
mentor at the elementary school and as presi-
dent of the advisory group associated with the 
community’s CARE team. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent Lois 
Ann Johnson in the United States Congress. I 
know that my colleagues join me in com-
mending her for her sincere dedication to es-
tablishing a better community and wish her 
continued success well into the future. 

f 

H.R. 1229 AND H.R. 1231 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
the House majority is taking up legislation that 
helps the profits of Big Oil but does nothing to 
curb a future oil disaster or bring down oil and 
gas prices. H.R. 1229 and H.R. 1231 both 
greatly expand U.S. offshore drilling while re-
moving crucial environmental safeguards and 
limiting oversight of the oil and gas industry. It 
has been a little over a year since the gulf oil 
spill and these bills ignore the lessons learned 
from this environmental and public health dis-
aster that resulted from the explosion that took 
the lives of 11 Americans. 

I fully support national energy policies that 
increase energy independence but these must 
be done in a way that protects our environ-
ment and uses our natural resources respon-
sibly. It is important that any energy policies 
we put in place provide greater efficiency and 
accountability to the management and regula-
tion of our energy resources. 

That is not what the legislation before us will 
do. I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
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